n 



\ 



UX 44-1987 
TOR: PEH 
1 



EUGENE GAWRON, residing at « 

•* nn‘ii“ a a a “d ur ^,i:. s te b | r ; h .°; »•*.— 

43 years of hi, Uf. i„ pe nal i n ,utuUo n s 3Pe “‘ “ bout 



Illinois, GAWRON became acquainted 0,t H ° ne ' ?“1»<V. 

With LUCILLE RYAN who was # tavern in Quincy 

JERRY RAYNES. LUCILLE had from her hus *>and, 

living wito her; a'son nil*' C ? R0L ’ tben 

{K** •*“ 

SR’A; ; SE «E Kfc.. 

S'ff^yssrtiiiS^n =r -- -* 1 *- 

Illinois; a daugh?er !£Jd SoLJ^eli ? ° f S P rln * f !«!<*. 
orphanage located at Alton Illicit ’*! in * Cathollc 
JOHN (JACK), who was serv?™* i ’ nd * son nam ed 
State Penitentiary, Menard, IllinUto" 0 ® *" th ® Illlnols 




Illinois, in 1956 , had his oirolar** ! bur * lar r at Quine, 
to the Illinois State PtenitLn! 6 revoked and was returned v 
from this institution. After a Ha* in 1959 he escaped 

5f!!» i“TO*s) «j nR 



closely associated Si th°!?Am3 Si EAR[“L; 0nt J 8 . 1 '‘ 1959 > “• "*» 

• burglar and they went t 0ff »fh E RL and tau R ht him to be 
estimated to be tJelJe rill * °“ “ number of burglaries, 
Louis in the U t W, i?™ ou * al<1 « s, ‘ 

m»"01e. GAWRON taught Jlmijlml 4 aJ? *” 

»ear gloves on any kind of a lob ann ^ RL **** to alwa y® 
he would now go on anv ioh ! ( Ik 'a 1 d he was surprised that 
risk of leaJlS SJaEi^t" ‘ «loves at the 



St. Loul. iSrJreoienJedl"?.;.?;^* de “‘ “ f '*»<*• *»d In ’ 
knoe. a. the Haven Bar, Lafayette StJS? "s,"“£« 
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RAT generally drank bourbon, which he mixed with sweet soda, 
lie did not drink beer or siaoke. *hea meeting any girl for 
the first time, he (RAY) had a tendency to lisp or stutter 
in his speech. When RAY wanted a girl, GaWP.ON usually found 
a girl for him and on such occasions, his relationship with 
the girl was only brief and temporary at some second or 
third rate hotel room. 



RAY dresses extremely well when he has money, likes 
good food, and buys expensive clothes, but he always chooses 
a second or third rate hotel or a cheap rooming house in 
which to live. 

GAWRON, RAY, and JAMES OVEN'S , with whom RAY was 
arrested and sentenced to the Missouri State Penitentiary, 
cased the Kroger Store in East 3t Louis, Illinois, for a 
robbery. GAWRON declined to participate because of the 
danger involved. 

The following day RAY and OWENS were arrested 
and subsequently RAY was transferred to the Missouri State 
Penitentiary. GAWRON has not seen jUY since that time. 



In 1901, GAWRON, ALBERT PEPPER, and JOHN RAY, 
brother-in-law and brother of JAMES EAR!. RAY, respectively, 
were arrested at Louisiana, Missouri, and while his parole 
was revoked, the other two persons received sentences of 
ten days in Jail. He does not believe that JAMES EARL RAY 
knows ALBERT PEPPER, who is married to RAY's sister. 




GAWRON is on friendly terms with JERRY RAY and 
CAROL RAY PEPPER. All of RAY's family referred to him as 
'Uncle JACK," although he has no fimily 

young _ _ 

~~ _ ~ ts 

operate the Grapevine~Taverh, and "JGlfil ~KAY _ Is active in 
the operation of this tavern at St. Louis, Missouri. 



GAWRON stated that insofar as he knows, the 
subject has not been in St. Louis since his escape from the 
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Missouri State Penitentiary in view of the fact he is too 
well known. GAWRON has not seen JAMES EARL RAY since 1959. 

GAWRON believes JAMES EARL RAY trafficed in 
drugs or barbiturates at the Missouri State Penitentiary 
and also had a loan shark business there. On three different 
occasions, he made purchases of inhalers, normally used for 

request of RAY. His request, though originating 
from RAY in prison, was relayed to him by CAROL PEPPER. On 
each of these occasions, GAWRON purchased a gross of these 
inhalers (probably Benzedrine) and on three separate occasions 
he was contacted by a guard from the prison at Jefferson City,’ 
Missouri, who would pick up the Inhalers and take them to 
at the prison. Reportedly, the guard told GAWRON 
that each trip was worth a "C" to the guard. 

.... nA „ GAWRON recalls being told by JOHN RAY that JAMES 
EARL RAY was in Omaha, Nebraska, during well, making good 
money as some sort of a salesman. This was in June, 1967. 
Shortly thereafter, JOHN RAY told GAWRON that JAMES was 
now in Los Angeles, California. GAWRON had no knowledge 
as to how JOHN RAY and CAROL PEPPER would have come into 

° f informa *ion relative to the location of JAMES 
EARL RAY in June, 1967. 



